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BI . RELATIVE % THE ..- Coe 
| 1 NAVIGABLE C A NAL. 
1 0 to be made from the COAL- MINES, in the Pariſh of 

'E % al] eanef, bury to B irmingham and u [nn e fe Mo 

CONSIDERED. 


"mY Te, a piepen fo dy lifplayed and Wb as is „ een by fafantn 
_ and uncontrovertable proofs to withhold aſſent, to doubt, to contradict, may appear 
1 preſumption; but if on a cloſe inſpection this ſpecious object ſhould be diſcovered to be 
nao more than an ordinary prating Bird, decked out in gay plumage, which it has bor- 
7 rTowed or ſlolen; common juſtice ä that i It ſhould be Plucked and the fine leathers | 
7. reſtored to the right owners. 


1 Firſt then reſtore to the Grand 7 un /, Sta or hir and Worceſterſhire, Coventry and Oxford 
Canal Companies, all thoſe dazzling advantages with which the caſe ſets out; all the merit 
of forming one grand line of communication between the rivers Thames, Severn, Trent and Merſey, 
and ſavings on freight to London ; It the public 1 is not yet in full poſſeſſion of theſe advan- 
tages from the unhappy circumſtances of the times, they ſubſiſt already in Acts of Parlia- 
ment, and a new Canal from * KC. can have no more claim to them than the 

Canal from Pekin to Canton. 

; In the next place this new plan muſt be Aiveſted of the merit of all te advantages. 
= ariſing from the completion of the Coventry and Oxford Canals and the calculations 
(thereupon which it ſo conkdently aſſumes : that it will be a means of enabling the proprietors of 
the Coventry and Oxford Canals to finiſh their works, &6c. what reference a meeting o/ Delegates 
from the Trunk, Coventry and Oxford Canal Companies, and Subſcribers to the intended Navigation 2 
can have to this queſtion does not appear, but only that it was agreed on condilizon the latter took = 
place, that the Cromer and Oxford Canals ſhould be immediately completed; not a word to ſhew _ 1 
by what authority theſe Plenipotentiaries thus ſolemnly pledged themſelves, nor by what ways 4 
and means the fum of 100, oool. (and leſs will not be ſufficient for their completion) is to be 1 
raiſed. This public ſpirited Congreſs we muſt ſuppoſe have themſelves engaged to raiſe bo 
that ſum upon their own credit, for they could not be ignorant chat che credit of boch Com- 5 
panies, already ſtrained to the utmoſt, cannot reach it. 

But no new Act is neceſſary ſor that purpole ; ; if thoſe Companies had been able they x, 
would have completed their Canals long ago; they will do fo whenever they ſhall be 
able without condition, although ſuch a place as Wedneſbury had never exiſted. |. 

* The obſtruction is imputed by the caſe to be want of ſufficient trade, afterwards explained 
8: to mean the coal trade, for there are 2,000 acres of Wedneſbury coal, which will encre. iſe the 
7 tonnage ſo as to encourage the undertakers to make further ſubſcriptions. The fact is in direct con- 
tradiction to this aſſertion ; confult the wharf-books of theſe Canals and it will be found 
the coal trade has been more than ſufficient for the conſumption, ſo much ſo, that on that 
at Banbury only, there have commonly lain for months together, from 2,000 to 4,000 
ions of coals more than the demand, and the few Warwickſhire colleries now working 
are able to ſupply ten times the quantity required, but if they were inſufficient, there are 
more than 10,000 acres of coal lying contiguous to the Oey line which want a 
EG ®market. - 
But the difficulties, under which the Companies '® mag are owing to other cauſes; 5 
ſuch as the ſcandalous practice of falſe eſtimates, authorized by BRIVDIEY himſelf, and 
inſufficient ſubſcrptions in conſequence thereof : the eſtimate of z0,0001, for che 36 miles 
of the Coventry Canal, was expended in completing 17 miles only, the eſtimate of 
4 2 20,0001. for the 84 miles of the Oxford canal, with an additional ſubſcription of 21 ooo, 
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as a loan of 10, oool. altogether 211,000l. has only reached Banbury, and nearly 30 


* 5 
* 
c Hh 
— . * 
. - 


Ho. from thence to Oxford, 


Frogs from Wedneſbury to) 


. been ſold there all Summer at 14d. per owt. and in winter at 184. 


53 * 


miles remain uncut, and are now ſupplied by land carriage of 24 miles. 


The difficulty of borrowing money, even upon the beſt ee whilſt che demands 
of Government were ſo large. | 


But the chief and moſt fatal of all has been want & ceconomy, c. and genen inat- 
tention to their affairs ; to give one inſtance only, the repairs of one of theſe new works, 
for one year only, amounted to above 1,6001. which are now done for g6ol. But ſtill it is 
not ſo hem, as the caſe repreſents that the only hope of relief, which they entertain, is 
| Founded on the preſent proſpe& of communication with the Staffordſhire collieries ; hard indeed, if ſo, 


is their lot! for they have only a broken reed to lean upon, but they have ſeen their er- 

rors and have amended them. The Coventry Company have raiſed their dividends, and the 
Oxford Company (by the new projectors, valued at leſs than nothing) are now actually in 
the receipt of tonnage, at a rate which is not only ſufficient to pay the Proprietors their full 
intereſt, but alſo to enable them to carry forward their works ſeveral miles every year: "7 
Such is the faith !—ſuch the reliance upon theſe calculations. But can candour itſelf 


apologize for, or impute to ignorance, or abſurdity e. the dien eee and ſo- 


ry of the calculation inſcribed, 


K222412224244242244/ 


' REDUCT ION 3 in the Price of PIT coars at OXFORD. 


Wednelbury Coal, at the Pit, ale Th 1 Pin average "Price of bt, „ 
per Ton — | 5 3 . Coal, at Oxford, had Ton 13 ; 8 
Tonnage to Barn Cloſe Ti oo OS —— 


128 Miles, at 1d. Per Ton fe 1c 
per Mile = 


Oxford, at 2 * Ton * 0 8 7x 3 


%%% ¾ (8 VVVHVVP ah 
Reduction in the price of Coals at Oxford — o 9 21 


4 e again inkted upon as enn of the utility of the undertaking, FY impor- 5 


tant reduction of nine Jhillings and two- pence hal benny per fon in the price y chat neceſary of life 


Gand at Oxford. fs Ye _— 
Not to infiſt upon the fact, that the e preſent average price of pit coal 1 : 1 „ 
Dad i is not as 2 ſet forth — 7 : ts i. . 3 4 


ls 
per cwt.—average 16d. ? cwt. which, per ton, is cally. TOES ens, ©. 6'8 
3 3 18 


| Which s the e reduction W „ 0.0 61 
"OY in that particular they may have erred through miſinformation ;—but what excuſe can 
be made for the impoſition upon the public, by offering, as fairly compared, two hangs 


in every circumſtance, except that both are oy coal, totally different. 
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on one Side. 5 On the Other. 
Wedneſbury coal, ſuppoſed to be car- Pit coal, as at preſent delivered at Ox - 
ried by water carriage all the way to Ox- ford, which is carried only part of the way, 
ford, and to pay for the whole, at the rate by water carriage, and the remainder from 
5 only one- penny per mile tonnage. Banbury 24 miles by land carriage, 
„ HER through very bad roads to Oxford, and 


which actually pays at the rate of three 
| — per mile tonnage. 


Put WER in the ſame circumſtances and the calculation will ſtand thus "LF 


Wadjatbery coal. „„ Warwick coal, per El. 
at Oxford, by water carriage( 55 gat Oxford, by water carriage 
all the way, and paying only 1 4 all the way, and paying = o 19 3¹ 
one penny * tonnage J—— one 3 per ton, oy mile, 


Balance, in | favour of the Warwickſhire coal, at Oxford — 5 4 10 


Fa 


The Wedneltaty' and W coals are no ſtrangers to each other, they 1 = 
met together, by land carriage, at Coventry, for ſome centuries before canals were made, 
and the Warwickſhire coals have all along carried the market: nor is it probable, that 
they will not continue to do ſo, if they ſhould ever meet by water carriage z as the Wed- ; 
| neſbury coal muſt pay 60 miles tonnage and freight to that place. 

Here it is worth obſerving, that as the common computation of land carriage, compared 
| to water carriage, is as three to one, it is highly probable that the Wedneſbury coal will 
not be ſold at Coventry, after paying 60 miles of Canal, at a leſs price than it is now by 
land carriage of 20 miles, as the little which comes there i is brought as back carriage by 
 Waggons which have carried grain to the Birmingham market ;—a pregnant proof that. 
the Wedneſbury coal is not of ſuch . excellence as theſe projettors infinuate and . 
would have believed. 
But ſuppoſing, for argument ſake, that this bade coal cond prevail ſo as to ae che 5 
5 Warwickſhire back to its pits, one unluckey fact will prove, that no increaſe of trade 
no addition of tonnage could accrue to theſe canals; the trade in that caſe would only 
change hands; for the markets have been long overſtocked. No more then can be pro- 
duced to the income of theſe canals, by ſupplying them with Wedneſbury inſtead of War- 
wickſhire coals, no profit could ariſe by only changing one ſort for the other. 
But there is great reaſon to believe very little if any Wedneſbury coal will ever reach 
Coventry at all. 
As to the local advantages t to the town of Aa if they had not Sy a ſuffi Y 
cient Canal, they would indeed be valuable, but as they are already obtained, or may be 
obtained under the powers « of the Protent Act, this plan can have no juſt anne) to 
them neither. 
FSBtript thus of all extraneous and borrowed ornaments what have we left ? A ſimple. 
project! Perhaps of ſome owners of Wedneſbury coal which wants a market, and of a few 
private adventurers allured by the contemplation of the high price of ſtock and dividends 
of the Birmingham Canal Company, and eagerly longing io ſhare with them, though, 
the conſequence ſhould be the depreciation of the property of that and all the neighbour- 
ing Canal Companies; ruin to widows and orphans, great and uſeleſs waſte of lands, 
and damage and annoyance to every land owner. 

But it is ſaid the public utility was ſo apparent the ſum neceſſary was ſoon fi bfſeribed. Private 
utility rather is the lure in bubbles of every ſort. So eagerly is a new project eſpouſed, 
the ſum wanted for the Coventry was alſo /oon ſubſcribed, and ſo was the Oxford ſubſcrip- 

tion to the amount of 120,000]. in one day and in one room! A day followed with ſerious 
repentance by the greater part of the ſubſcribers every day ſince, 
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